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the year 2006

the television sets
in our homes will
no longer be able
to receive current
broadcast signals.

"
Dr. Doug De Boer incorporates
topics in consumer electronics
into his courses, because students
relate well to them.

Watching your computer:

HDTV is coming, says De Boer
inside
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as personal trainer.
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y the year 2006 the television sets in
our homes will no longer be able to
receive broadcast signals, says Dr.
Doug De Boer. professor of engineering.
"Basically they'll only be useful with VCRs to
view video collections," he says-although he
also expects videos to be virtually obsolete
once viewers have ready access to anything
they could ever want to see on their new
television receivers.
Those comments were only a few of many
statements made in a public lecture, but they
indicate the extent of the changes we should
see in the next few years.
In his lecture, "Watching Your Computer:
High Definition Television," De Boer told
his audience, ''The FCC has already passed
legislation to withdraw all licenses for analog
network services in 2006." The analog network
services will be replaced by digital transntission
and will require a different type of receiver.
The move to digital transmission is
not just a more technologically fine-tuned
service; it will also free up much needed
spectrum space for transntitting signals.

B

''The proliferation of cell phones and pagers
is fast using up all available channels," says De
Boer. "Analog television broadcasting as we
know it takes up a huge amount of space."
Analog signals accumulate noise as distance
increases. The process can't distinguish
between noise and the signal, so the receiver
picks up static or interference unless the conditions are right. One station needs to be
assigned more than one channel, therefore, to
prevent another's signal from interfering with
its transmission.
Digital transntission, on the other hand, will
tolerate some noise without transmitting it. It
will send either a clear signal or nothing at all.
Because interference is not a problem, channels can be assigned much closer to each other.
Going digital will not only free up spectrum
space, but greatly increase the quality of the
signal transmitted, says De Boer.
The new high definition television (HDTV)
that will result will be almost like a direct connection to the studio camera. Its only disadvantage will be that it makes present equipment
obsolete. But De Boer expects the cost of new
digital receivers to come down rapidly to
match the cost of present analog television
sets.
/

Although De Boer's research has focused on
digital signal transntission, his interest in HDTV
is primarily in response to student interest.
"Students relate to consumer electronics,"
he says. "It's a great teaching angle." HDTV is
also closely enough connected to research he's
done to make him knowledgeable about the
topic.
But nobody knows exactly what format the
new transmission system will take.
"It's the same situation as when TV started,"
says De Boer. Like then, many ideas are being
posed by a variety of industry providers. The
FCC will in the end determine the standards
that will govern the new transmission system.
De Boer believes it will likely look something
like the World Wide Web. ''Televisions'' will
basically be computers on which viewers can
download the program or movie they want.
Although De Boer finds these developments
basically beneficial, giving viewers the ability
to get the information or programming they
want when they want it, he acknowledges that
it also adds to the volume of trash, forcing people to make even more decisions about what to
bring into their homes and what to keep out.
continued on page two
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want. There will be no communal

experience

of the medium. At first it probably will just be
a substitution

for the current model, De Boer

adds, much like transistors were for tubes

in radios in the early years. But gradually
it will come into its own, and designers
and consumers

will begin to utilize its full

potential.
De Boer expects

the television,

home

computer, and phone we use today eventually
to be combined in one piece of electronic
equipment.
Eventually isn't far off. Broadcasters in
thirty major market areas are committed

to

transmitting digitally within two years,
making both types of programming available
until 2006.
"Obviously this is going to leave people
who are computer illiterate in the dust," says
De Boer. But he assures us that computers

New technology is coming soon
Continued from page one
"It's like e-mail. It takes nearly an hour a
day just to go through it and respond.
But obviously I wouldn't want to do without
it because I'm not willing to give it up," he
says, with a smile. So despite the negatives,

the option of watching only the movies you
choose or downloading

educational

programs

when you wish are good ones to De Boer.

Dr. Doug De Boer is professor
of electrical engineering at
Donlt CoUege.

"It will also fragment the medium," says
De Boer. People won't ask over morning
coffee, "Did you see that program on TV?"
HDTV will present a whole new way of
watching

television,

De Boer assures us.

People will watch what they want when they

will at the same time become less high tech
and more user friendly.
"A computer owner will not need to know
how to edit autoexec.bat

in order to maintain

a computer in the future," says De Boer. And
screens and formatting will be improved so
that it will be easier to read and view the

information displayed.
The political dimension of this development will be interesting to watch over the
next couple of years. In the end things will
likely work out much like they did when the
FCC set the standards for current broadcasting. Companies

whose design is chosen will

benefit at first, but stipulations will make
room for others to be competitive

in the

market. Costs for new equipment

will come

down. And eventually most of us will embrace
the new technology and quickly adapt to a
new way of watching

Psych student
gets career
•
experience

television.

From the president

had Vande Lune hopes to work as an

C

occupational

with Dr. Paul Moes, Vande Lune is helping a
local company

certain health problems common to these
employees

make recommendations
for how the company
can encourage changes in habits that will lead

to better health for the employees and less
cost to the company.
Vande Lune's recommendations could
include educational programs to make sure
employees

providing

4) "It is an enjoyable experience to

in every area.
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fitness opportunities,

the company

5) "I generally know what's hap-

determine from a business point of view

institutional self-promotion, I'd like to simply

pening on campus."

tudes toward Dordt College.
Some 322 Dordt students participated in
what is called the Student Satisfaction

helped our college identify areas in which we

whether and how much such preventative
steps will save in company medical costs
and productivity.
"Some companies institute company-wide

need to improve.

olympics that get employees involved and

College's stated goals for the coming year is

encourage

Inventory,

to use the results of this and other assessment
tools to revise and reform our educational

change," says Vande Lune.
Occupational health programs have

throughout the United States. The results

structure.
At the same time, as president of the

provided us with an anonymous,

college, I'm also pleased that in general

become common in larger companies and corporations.
"This is nothing new, really. Larger companies have been developing such programs
since the seventies, but they are not as
common in rural communities or small busi-

an independently

administered

and universities
unvarnished

with other four-

And so, together with the rest of the information in this survey, such responses

have

In fact, one of Dordt

students already seem convinced that our
college cares about them, that it organizes
its educational

emerged.
First, out of eleven areas surveyed,

and that, all in all, Dordt College is just a
pretty nice place to be. Certainly there are

nesses," he says. Eventually Vande Lune
would like to work in one of these smaller

College students reported significantly greater
satisfaction than did the national sample in

concerns about some specific areas where
improvement is needed. Nevertheless,
I am

companies.
"Smaller companies

every area. The three areas that were farthest
above the norm were student -centeredness,
campus climate, and registration effective-

really pleased, in general, about students'

because they're more personable,"

assessment.

ness.
Second,

built on a covenantlkingdom

believe that education best takes place within
covenant relationships, and we've tried hard

says, adding that he likely won't be too
choosy for his first job. He plans to
go on the Chicago Metropolitan Program next
year and find an internship in occupational
health.
"I originally got going on this study
because I thought it would look good on my

to form a college community where those

resume," Vande Lune says, "but I'm learning

relationships

so much and wisb I had more time to spend
on it." He applauds Moes as a mentor from

out of the ninety-seven

Dordt

specific

items questioned, Dordt College students
ranked their college lower than did the
national group in (only) two areas-selection
of food in the cafeteria and adequacy of
health services.
items ques-

tioned, the top five areas in which Dordt
students ranked their satisfaction highest
above the norm were these:

I) "There are a sufficient number
of weekend activities for students,"

structure to serve them well,

them to set attainable goals for

year college students. Several highlights

Third, among the specific

"

with impor-

tant health information, and by promoting or

be a student on this campus,"

students are in comparison

the national sample

to students in time to be

back up that enthusiasm.
So, to avoid the
danger of turning this column into inflated

survey of more than 200,000 students from

than did

age better lifestyle habits," he says. By
gradually reducing the number of smoking

might encourage people to change their
habits. Vande Lune would also try to

to

summary of how well satisfied Dordt College

satisfaction

that would encour-

investment,"

more than 500 colleges

significantly greater

environment

areas, by putting out a newsletter

announced

they need to

..o-m-p:...,any
could begin to implement a

helpful in college planning,"
3) "Tuition paid is a worth-while

summarize what a recent independent survey
of our students revealed about their own atti-

students reported

have the information

make lifestyle changes and fitness and preventative programs that could help prevent illness or detect it in its early stages.
Vande Lune uses the hypothetical example
of a company with a large number of
smokers.

a college

dents, whether or not there is any evidence

surveyed, Dordt College

and evaluate their cost to the com-

pany. Some recurring health problems might
be high stress, smoking, low back pain, or
high blood pressure, he says. He also hopes to
do some linking of health problems to personality types, ultimately asking the question,
"How does behavior put employees at greater
risk for illness?" Finally Vande Lune plans to

2) "Financial aid awards are

president and a cheerleader.

implica-

Using a questionnaire and other research
techniques, Vande Lune hopes topinpoint

ome folks claim that on occasion it's a
little hard to tell the difference between

Unbridled optimism and boundless boosterism seem to be traits of small college presi-

Out of eleven areas

assess the financial

tions of its employees' health and lifestyles.

smoke-free

S

some

research for course credit. Working closely

_-_~_.--------_--~_c",'T_c_h""e-c

Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

health consultant

day. The independent study he is doing
should help get him ready.
Vande Lune is one of a handful of psychology students who are doing hands-on

Not that I'm surprised.

Dordt College was
perspective

that

believes that community-building is a foundational biblical value. Furthermore, we truly

can flourish.

Overall, I'm content to let readers of this
survey draw their own conclusions

from what

these students are saying. Still, I can't help
but be truly gratified that these results also
provide me with plenty of support for enthusiastically promoting Dordt College.
/

appeal to me more
he

whom he can learn much.

The opportunity also has confirmed Vande
Lune's career choice.
me to combine

"This allows

my interests in business

and

psychology in an exciting way," he says ..
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Shooks earns ACE certification as personal trainer
SaUy Jongsma

M

itchShooks hated sports in high
school. Today a junior at Dordt, he
is an American Council on Exercise
(ACE) certified personal trainer working with
athletes every day. He also works with a married couple in their seventies, helping them
set up an exercise program that will build
their strength so they can live a healthier life.
Shooks, who says with a grin that he was
a bit lazy and bordered on "slobbish" in high
school, originally intended to come to college
as a pre-sem major. But a friend in his home
town of Ellsworth, Michigan, sowed the
seeds of interest in fitness and weightlifting.
Although he still enrolled as a pre-sem
major, Shooks had several conversations with
theology professor Dr. Wayne Kobes about
his career choice.
"I really struggled with whether exercise
science was something a Christian should
do," he says. "But our world belongs to God,
right?" Shooks came to see the role that a
Christian could have in health and fitness.
"Our society is too caught up in how you
look," he says. He wants to counter that with a
challenge to take responsible care of the bodies God has given people. That includes exercise, but also nutrition and healthy lifestyles.
"When someone comes in to set up a personal training program, I try to determine
what his or her goals and potential are and
not be governed by numbers," he says. He
wants to teach people how to have a healthy
control over their bodies, something he
believes helps avoid eating disorders and substance addictions.
In addition to working with the elderly
couple, Shooks serves as personal trainer to
several students on campus, some athletes,
'Some just interested in living a healthy life

and preventing disease. He regularly spends
most of his afternoons in the recreation center
working with clients, some of whom are
referred to him by the recreation center
director, Glenn Bouma.

"I don't advertise, but if
someone comes in asking for
help setting up a personal
program, Mr. Bouma will
refer them to me."
Shooks does not take that
responsibility lightly. He
subscribes to several trade
journals that keep him up
to date on fitness research.
He also must take continuing
education courses approved
by ACE to keep up his certification. Certification is not
something he wants to lose,
not only because he loves
what it allows him to do,
but because it took hard
work to earn it. The ACE
certification exam is like
the ACT of personal training, he says. He attended
courses and studied the
500-page manual diligently
to do well on the exam
which covers exercise
science, kinesiology,
nutrition, and safety, among
other topics. He also must
have CPR certification.
Although Shooks loves
what he is doing and looks
forward to the future, he is not interested
in being a trainer for professional sports or
working in an elite fitness club. His interest in
nutrition also pushes him to consider a career
related to world hunger. Or, he muses, maybe
he would like to find a position with a smaller
company setting up fitness programs that will
help prevent disease. He hopes next semester
on.the Chicago Metropolitan Program to get
the opportunity to work with an experienced
professional who can teach him more.
After that he'll decide whether to head to
graduate school or look for a position when
he graduates.

Our society
is too caught up
in how you look.

"
Mitch Shooks spends most
afternoons in the Rec
Center, working with fellow
students or clients.

But despite his enthusiasm for his work,
he admits there's something difficult about
telling some people about his change of
career plans.
"When you tell family and friends
you're going to be a youth pastor they
look at you with such approval," he says. A
fitness trainer doesn't quite get the same
response. "You feel almost like you've-let
them down."
But Shooks believes that God wants us to
live healthy and happy lives.
"I've spent a lot of time in prayer about
this and I think God led me here."

New Federal Tax Credits should benefit Dordt students

M

any Dordt students and their families could benefit from new federal
tax credits and savings options in
1998. The Hope Scholarship and the Lifetime
Learning Credit primarily will benefit families who eam between $40,000 and $80,000
per year in 1998, says Dordt's director of
financial aid, Michael Epema.
"The name Hope Scholarship is actually
misleading," says Epema. The $ I 000 to
$1500 available to families will not be paid
as a scholarship, but will be directly deducted
from the amount a family or individual owes
in federal taxes for the year. This puts the
responsibility on families to designate the
money for education when they receive a tax
refund or have to pay less as a result of the
credit.
The Hope Scholarship offers a tax credit
equal to the first $1000 of tuition and fees the
family or student pays after scholarships,
grants, and tax-free tuition benefits are subtracted. A family or student can also receive a
tax credit for half of the next $1000 they pay,
for a maximum credit of $1500.
"This is for tuition and fees-not
room
and board-money
paid out-of-pocket or
through loans," says Epema.
The Hope Scholarship is available only
for the first two years of college.
The Lifetime Learning Credit applies to
tuition and fees for undergraduate, graduate,
and continuing education course work. A

Spring 1998

family can claim on its tax form a credit equal
to twenty percent of a maximum of $5000 of
educational expenses. The maximum benefit
is $1000 each tax year. Here, too, scholarships,
grants, and tax-free benefits must be subtracted
before calculating eligibility.
In both cases the monies must be paid in
the tax year for which the taxpayer plans to
claim them.
The Hope Scholarship and the Lifetime
Learning Credit are only two prongs of the
new federal program, however. The
Education IRA and the Roth IRA can help
people save for college expenses. All withdrawals for educational expenses are tax free,
although there are fairly severe penalties for
withdrawal for other uses, says Epema.
The fourth part of the program allows
taxpayers to deduct interest paid on their
A senior graduates from college and finds
a job paying $25,000 per year (and has no
other income.) The student has a total student debt of $12,000 and is in the fifteen
percent federal income tax bracket. The
monthly payment for this student's loans
is $148. The total amounts of payments
for the first year is $1776, over half of
which is interest ($960), which can be
deducted under the new law.
The student's maximum tax benefit can
be calculated by multiplying $960 by fifteen percent for a tax savings of $144.

education loans, similar to deductions they
currently take for home mortgage loans.
"These programs could be wonderful for many Dordt students,
A married couple with an
since many of their family incomes
adjusted gross income of
fall within the ranges of the new
$60,000 has two children in
program, says Epema. He believes
college at least half-time, one
the program will be especially helpat a community college with a
ful for students attending private
tuition of $2000 and one at a
institutions where tuition is higher
private college with tuition of
than at state institutions.
$11,000. Using the Hope
Dordt's financial aid office isn't
Scholarship tax credit, this
directly affected by the actual procouple would have their taxes
gram. But Epema wants to make
cut by as much as $3000.
sure parents are aware of the program and take advantage of it
because it will affect their total education
costs.
"I'd suggest that people talk to
the person who prepares their taxes
A homemaker, whose family
to find out the details of the prohas an adjusted gross income
gram," he says. Although the proof $70,000, wants to attend a
gram doesn't go into effect until tax
graduate teacher training proyear 1998, he believes it may be
gram at a public university
helpful to know the stipulations so
($3500 tuition) after being
families can take full advantage of
out of college for twenty
the credit on their 1998 taxes.
years. Using the Lifetime
"It's a real effort by the current
Leaming Credit, her family's
administration to help with educaincome taxes could be cut by
tion costs," he says. "Now it is up
as much as $700.
to individual taxpayers and the
person who prepares their taxes to
see if they can benefit from the program."

/
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KDCR is now

available
worldwide
tepping up to the challenge of the Information Age, Dordt College Radio is now
available allover the world via the Internet.
"We'd been talking about it and doing
research for over a year," says KDCR station
manager Dennis De Waard. Just before
Christmas, the decision was made to actively
pursue adding audio to the KDCR web site.
A station in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, now
provides the link for the live audio for a
reasonable price.
Freshman Rob Reitsma, a graphic design
Pam Brinks develops her conducting skills before a choir of peers.
major, is in charge of designing the site.
"I am trying to achieve a simple, yet professional design," says Reitsma. In addition
to accessing the radio signal, visitors to the
site can check the programming schedule
and learn about KDCR employees.
Kirstin Vander Giessen
Some proposed features for the future,
fyou wandered into the choir room on
"Just because you have the right gestures,"
according to De Waard, are recordings of the
. thi
t
'd
says Brinks, "doesn't mean that you're an
most recent basketball games, the latest
a. Tuesday e vemng
IS semes er, you
likely be struck by the expression of
effective conductor. It's hard work. It's a
edition of "Conversations" with Dr. Carl
intense concentration on the young conduclot more than just waving your hands in the
Zylstra, a community calendar, program
tor's face. And if you stayed long enough
air. Every gesture has meaning, and the
archives, and links to various news providers.
you'd see the same look a bit later, when the
sound a conductor hears from the choir is
De Waard is excited about the site
next student stands before the group, carefully
generally an accurate reflection of his or her
because it will give KDCR contact with
executing the planned moves and directions
conducting gestures." Through the advanced
Dordt supporters in other areas of the couneach gives to the small choir in the room.
conducting course, senior Leah Zuidema
try, whereas previously they were limited by
Advanced Choral Conducting was added
hopes to improve her gesturing skills in
signal distance.
to the list of music offerings this year.
preparation for a career in secondary music
The site is also an opportunity for KDCR
Through general instruction and lab choir
education. "Although the conducting gestures
to be involved with cutting edge technology.
experience, the class gives students in church
are just a small task of music education," says
"The Internet is another conduit for reaching
music and choral education conducting
Zuidema, "it's one that affects your students
a mass audience," explains De Waard. "We
experience they weren't previously receiving,
and how they respond musically. When it
wanted to experiment with that."
says Professor Benjamin Kornelis.
comes to developing those skills, nothing can
The site address is www.KDCR.dordt.edu.
~icWeoffetedltfst bffe c6ndbc~g""'--~replace:1he~exjlerience ofbein in illlJactu~a"I"
..._,_-,T",o~a""ccess
the.li~; signal, .the c.empUlCIanust .~..
"
K
I'"
h'
situation."
have a soundcard, speakers, and Real Audio
course, says orne IS, w ich is enough to
give basic gesture skills." The regular
The new course is currently a special
capabilities. The Real Audio software can be
conducting course, however, doesn't have
topics course. In addition to offering
downloaded from the Internet free of charge.
time to cover specific literature or teach speadvanced choral conducting more often,
"We invite people to keep checking back
cialized techniques for instrumental or
Kornelis hopes that next year the music
to our website," says DeWaard, "because we
choral conducting. "[The new course] will
department can make available a parallel
plan on making it a very dynamic site with
give students the opportunity to put skills
course in instrumental conducting.
lots of changes as time goes on."

S

T he choir is made
up

of people who

are very talented

--

musically, so they
help me teach them.

"

Students fine tune directing skills

I

History notes
From the January 1978 issue
of the Voice:
"The first publication by the
recently established Dordt
Press is soon coming off the
press. Dr. Russell Maatman,
professor of chemistry and
head of the department, is the
author of this work entitled
Unity in Creation. We hope
that it is the flrst in a continuing stream of respectable,
timely works which reflect
and promote the biblical,
Calvinistic world-and-life
perspective."
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into practice in a monitored situation," says
Komelis.
Junior Pam Brinks, a church music and
secondary choral education major, appreciates
the experience of the lab choir because it
gives her the opportunity to polish her skills
before moving on to more challenging conducting situations. "The lab choir is made up
of people our own age, so it's a lot easier to
tell them what to do than it is to stand up in
front of a church choir where many people
are our grandparents' ages," says Brinks.
Composed of conducting class members and
twelve to sixteen additional students, the lab
choir meets every Tuesday night from 8:00 to
9: 15, during which time the conducting students have the opportunity to rehearse their
skills with a specific piece of music. These
sessions are videotaped and reviewed so the
students can see where they need to improve.
Eric Bureyn, a senior business administration major and church music minor, agrees
with Brinks that the "safe setting" is helpful.
"Directing is a lot harder than it looks," says
Buteyn. "The choir is made up of people
who are very talented musically, so they help
me teach them, which makes the process so
much more effective for me."
"Very often," says Kornelis, "young
conductors ... have been conditioned to be
so concerned with what their hands are
doing that they unwittingly disengage
their brains and ears, and rehearsal falls
apart." Komelis hopes to combat this by
"strengthening their manual dexterity and
gestural skills."

Campus capsules -------ACTF commends Dordt designers

C

ostume designer Shirley Matheis and
sound designer Corey Kent ('97) received
commendations from the American College
Theater Festival (ACTF) for their respective
design work on the spring 1997 Dordt production of Little Faxes. The Region V ACTF
took place at Johnson County Community
College in Overland Park, Kansas, from
January 20-24. Four Dordt students also
participated in the Irene Ryan Scholarship
Audition: Jason Vande Brake, Melissa
Phaneuf, Gena Koning, and Paula Treick.

AMOR spends two
weeks in Nicaragua

T

wo days after Christmas, campus pastor
Don Draayer and nineteen students
departed on a two-week service project in
Niquinohomo, Nicaragua.
For the second year in a row, A Mission
Outreach (AMOR) participants worked with
Providenic, a Christian organization in
Nicaragua. According to Draayer, students
worked on "a farm whose purpose is to help
fanners farm more efficiently." The farm is
part of an effort to improve the nutrition level
in Nicaragua by teaching farmers how to
restore soil nutrients, grow a variety of
fruits and vegetables, and raise small livestock.
In addition to repairing the goat pen on the
/

farm, students began working on a classroom
building by digging trenches for the cement
foundation. This continued work that last
year's group did on a cafeteria and dormitory,
Senior Laryn Bakker was one of the students who went on the trip. Bakker went
because he is interested in missions, but also
"to wake up to the reality of life in the world,
instead of being lulled into believing that
everything is okay because we are well
off .... [The trip] caused me to think
about how we live in North America, how
we take so much for granted, and how we
rarely consider how others are living on
so little."
Students were not only able to experience
mission work in Nicaragua, but they also got
to do some sight-seeing this year. "The folks
down there made arrangements for us to get a
taste of Nicaragua," said Draayer. Among
other things, the group saw volcanoes and visited the home of Reuben de Rio, a Nicaraguan
poet and statesman.

Spring retention rate
is among Dordt's highest
pring enrollment figures show 1237 fulltime students and 34 part-time students
enrolled this semester for a total of 1271
students. This is a reduction from fall
semester of only 30 students and compares to

S
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What's the
Intranet?

T hose who use

The Intranet is an in-house website
accessible only on campus. Although in
embryonic form at present, the intranet
currently makes available only a few course
syllabi and a few faculty committee reports.
Within the next year, however, it should
include faculty, staff, and student handbooks,
campus policies and procedures, minutes of

all committees, committee reports, and postings by other campus work groups. Parts of
it could be developed to include a forum for
board of trustee interaction or alumni

Poli sci syllabi move to Web

D

ordt's political science professors
have entered the computer

age.

Professors Donald King and Fred Van

and topics of all classes and assignments. A
page titled "Group Presentation Objectives
and Guidelines" jets students know exactly

Geest now post their course syllabi on Dordt's
intranet website for easy access by students.

what is expected from a presentation. And
another page gives guidelines on how to

Although students are still handed a
printed copy of the syllabus when they begin
each course, they can also get access to the

judge the quality of information found on the
Internet.

information
campus.

they need at any computer on

The syllabus for Political Science 201, the

Those who use the opportunity to access
the online syllabus will save themselves time.
Readings on reserve in the library are

also posted on the site. A simple click brings

introductory course in the program, leaves

them to the screen, saving a trip to the

few questions about the course unanswered.
From the course overview, which lists the

library. Another click links them to one of a
variety of indexes. Other links to a variety of

goals and hoped-for outcomes of the course,
to the list of daily assignments, reference
links, and actual online readings, it's all there
at the push of a few keys.
The course overview clearly spells out

political

the pammetqrs of tb: ~o
:.to...delme
creational character of the state and explore

its scriptural task to promote public justice; to
gain awareness of the significance of the
political process; to examine the character
of kingdom citizenship; and to discuss the
personal and communal responsibilities of

citizens. The course outline lists the dates

resources

and web pages are also

built in. Researching a paper is certainly
made easier.

Those who take the time to browse the
syllabus should have no surprises about
expectations
by the professo<s...Every:thing
from behavior to attendance to evaluation to
how to research a paper are included. There's

even a page titled "How to get an A." And by
using their mouse to click on the appropriate
box students can e-mail a professor directly
from the site. They can also submit papers
electronically.

•
He compared the ICP to an automobile and
the old instrument to a bicycle: "It got you
there but took much longer and much more
effort."

Science department trades
"bicycle for automobile"
fter twenty-five years in the science
department, Dordt's Atomic Absorption
instrument was ready to be replaced. It is
currently being upgraded by an eight-year-old
Inductively Coupled Plasma (ICP)
The story of its acquisition

short but interesting

is a

one.

a chemist for Environmental
Tennessee,

Sciences

"mentioned

Corp.

"

Dordt's intranet not only makes information easily accessible, it saves paper and cuts
down on updating and reprinting efforts,
says Netz, It also gives members of the
college community electronic access to

information without cluttering up the public
website.

King and Van Geest know that not all
of their students choose to use the online

syllabus yet, but they are convinced that it is
valuable and that use will increase.
"It's an efficient way for us to connect

them to valuable information," says King.
By linking portions of their website to other
sites, the professors can provide many quickly
accessible resources that they would never

print out. They also can keep updating these
resources as new articles or news stories
come into print.

"There are all kinds of places with valuable information that are just a click away,"
says King, adding that including these on
an easily accessible website builds in
and convenience.

New residence hall
will ease housing crunch

method to analyze for small amounts of
many different elements
says Geels.

"Analyses

mental contaminants
cadmium,

in water samples,"
of such environ-

as mercury, lead,

radium, and many more will now

be possible."
advantage

to students because,

due to its

cost, it is often beyond the budget of small
colleges.

that

they were buying a new rcp, and I inquired
about their donating the old one to Dordt
College," said Geels. The company agreed
so Geels traveled to Nashville to pick up the
instrument, which new is worth $70,000.
"The lCP spectrometer can analyze up to
twenty-five elements within a period of five
minutes or less with much better accuracy

than the old Atomic Absorption instrument,"
says Geels, explaining, "The old instrument
could analyze only one element at a time and

needed an exchange of parts and recalibration
before a second element could be analyzed."
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themselves time.

The donation of this instrument is a great

Chemistry professor Edwin Geels' sisterin-law, Fran Meenen (ex'67), who works as
in Nashville,

syllabus will save

"The Inductively Coupled Plasma instrument will be used primarily as a teaching tool
to show students how to use this analytical

A

Spectrometer.

access the online

access.

timeliness

last year's mid-year reduction of 49 students.
The 97.7% retention rate is nearly the best
within the past six years.

access.

Security can be carefully controlled and
range from moderate to very secure, says
David Netz, vice president for information
services. While anyone on campus can get
access to campus policies and handbooks,
a segment devoted to the board would be
accessible ouly by those with approved

the opportunity to

Acceptance rates
above average

D

r. Aaldert Mennega, professor of biology,

says the numbers "seem to speak for
themselves" with regard to the acceptance
rates into professional

schools for Dordt

graduates seeking to enter the medical field.
The acceptance

rate into nursing schools

is

99 percent, into medical technology schools.
100 percent, and into medical schools, 97
percent. The rates, which are well above the
national average, have been calculated from
1964 to the present.

Construction is proceeding weD 00 the new residence hall on the east end of campus. The
exceptionaUy warm winter weather bas allowed buDders to work all winter. It is expected to
be completed by September.

/
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Theater production
becomes interdisciplinary
learning experience
Sally Jongsma

T

Although

it doesn't

get them to experience
living in poverty,
it helps them face
the issue in a more
personal way.

"

his spring's play, "The Good Person
of Szechuan," brought theater into the
classroom as well as onto the stage.
Director Simon du Toit, building on ideas
gleaned at a conference on theater as liberal
art last summer, approached professors in
social work and business to jointly explore
the ideas in the play.
"The Good Person of Szechuan"
examines issues of justice, compassion, and
goodness. The main character is Shell Te, a
Chinese woman who, moved by compassion
for those around her, gives generously to the
poor. When she gets desperate and loses
nearly everything she has, she appears as her
tougher cousin Shui Ta, who salvages what
is left of her resources and throws out those
taking advantage of her. The play essentially
asks whether a person can be both rich and
good.
Du Toit invited social work professor Jim
Vanderwoerd, business professor Erik

Hoekstra, and economics professor Jasper
Lesage to one of his early rehearsals to talk
about the play from a social welfare and economic perspective.
"It helped the cast see that a play is more
than an enjoyable performance experience,"
says du Toil.
Later in the semester, du Toit went to the
business and social work classes to talk
about the play and help them see how the
artistic presentation of a play can speak to
concrete issues in society. The social work
and business students were then-required.
either to read the play or attend a dress
rehearsal and to attend a final performance.
"I hope that these students began to see
theater in a different light and have a deeper
understanding of its significance for life,"
says du Toit. "I want to deconsumerize the
arts, allowing them to function as a conversation about meaning and values in life-to
quote Dr. Calvin Seerveld, 'to help us
explain who we are.",
The issues confronted in Brecht's play
are ones with which students in both social
work and business classes must grapple, say
Jim Vanderwoerd of Dordt's social work
department and Erik Hoekstra of Dordt's
business department.

Joanne Kim played the lead role of Shen Te (Shui Ta). Angela Vaags and JetT Ploegstra join her in this
scene as Shui Ta tries to save Shen Te's tobacco store.

Vanderwoerd was planning to have
students in his History and Philosophy of
Social Welfare class read a novel that would
help them understand how it feels to be
marginalized by society. Du Toit's play
served the same purpose.
"Although it doesn't get them to experience living in poverty, it helps them face the
issue in a more personal way," Vanderwoerd
says.
"The two roles played by the main
character in the play represent the two
I
approaches usually taken to solving the
dilemma of helping people," he ~ddS. You go
bankrupt giving or you become hardnosed
and make people work for everytlting they
get.
Vanderwoerd says the play also helped
his students understand the dilemmas raised
Py.!L different j4.eolQgjs:;al .Q~itio~t

gave them a sense of social welfare in the
thirries and forties.
Hoekstra appreciated the fact that the
play helped students see the ideological differences that shape and create conflict in our
society. Brecht's socialist framework stands
in contrast to the capitalistic orientation of
most of Dordt's business students.
"Our students are products of a capitalistic system and are about to go work in that
system. This play helped them look at issues
from a different perspective," Hoekstra says.
It asked questions that they may not have
thought about because they are surrounded
by others who see things the same way they
do, he adds. Brecht leaves many unanswered

questions, some of them questions they will
have to face.
Like Vanderwoerd, Hoekstra appreciated
having his students face more experiential
questions of balance between different
approaches to dealing with poverty, In the
business ethics seminar he and Lesage teach,
students must weigh the effects of opposing
concems--environmental impact versus jobs
for people, for example.
Equally important to these course tie-ins
was the opportunity for students to see the
complexity of solving social problems.
Following the play cast members and
students in the two classes participated in
a symposium in which the four professors
discussed issues raised in the play from the
perspective of their discipline.
Du Toit was delighted with the discussion at the symg sium, commendin
,.....""'
students for many thought-provoking questions and comments.
"I also leamed a great deal from my
colleagues," he says. "It made us realize that
the impact of a play goes beyond doing it for
its own sake. It adds to the intellectual life of
the college."
Lesage agrees that the project was a good
one.
"It provided a place for open discussion
between students from different majors-a
lot like GEN 300 does," he says. He believes
it is one more way for students to grapple
with issues, one more way for them to learn
and be exposed to different points of view.
And, he adds, "It was fun."

..

Business professor joins colleagues in developing curriculum
Sally Jongsma

usiness professor Dr. John Visser is
one of fifteen professors from across
the country invited by the Coalition
for Christian Colleges & Universities
(CCCU) to develop curriculum modules that
explore the links between economic development and a civil society.
Funded through a grant from the United
States Agency for International
Development and cosponsored by Mercy
Corps, the project's goal is to help students
understand how the structure of a society
affects how well it operates.
"We're trying to help people recognize
that a healthy economy and a healthy business environment depend on the foundation
of a civil society," says Visser. A civil society incorporates such fundamental concepts
as accountability of its leaders, transparency
in the decision-making process, and participation in change by its citizens.

B

Dr. John VISSer
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The written rationale for the project
notes that the sponsors hope to go beyond
most business texts' discussion of social
responsibility and ethics and beyond many
Christian colleges' commitment to valuesbased business curricula. Instead they want
to become more aware of how such principles affect both the economic development
and quality of life of a society.
"When such a structure is not there,
things go bad," says Visser, citing the current Asian situation as an example.
"Countries can grow and do well, but at
some point too much corruption, too little
transparency, and too little participation
will take its toll," he adds. The "old boys
club" style of leading that doesn't demand
disclosure and fosters corruption leads to
excesses that eventually will bring down the
system, he believes.
Visser also points out the effect closed
societies have on stewardship. The Aral

/

River in Russia is nearly dried up. "Would it
have dried up in a society where controls
could have been placed on its use and where
people felt their voice would be heard if
they spoke up against its misuse?" he asks.
In support of his thesis he cites developments in Bangladesh where small cooperatives have grown that make loans to small
businesses and where volunteer groups are
allowed to exist and work at solving their
own problems.
But while a civil society may be necessary for a healthy economy and lifestyle, it
does not guarantee it.
"When freedom leads in the wrong
direction, it is because a society's values are
unhealthy," says Visser. While he believes
that the principles on which a civil society
are based basically come out of a biblical
understanding of the role of the state, he
and the other writers are aware that not all
states who might consider themselves a civil

Spring 1998

Netherlands program changes students' lives
For Michelle Bootsma the beginning of
second semester brings back wonderful
memories of this time last year when she left
for the Netherlands for a semester of study.
This year, as Dr. Case Boot's assistant, she
helped with many of the logistics of the trip
for a new group of students.
Michelle Bootsma

After five weeks, all of the students
moved into Kronenburg, an international
housing dorm for students from all over the

world. This allowed us to leam first hand
what the cultures of other students were really

like. We all made many friends and usually
spent nights together in the upstairs cafe
watching soccer games or listening to music.

n February 14, 1997, twenty-one stu-

Our classes were held at the Vrije
Universiteit from Monday through Friday.

dents from across the United States

For the first twelve weeks we studied Dutch

and Canada met at the Vrije
Universiteit in Amsterdam, the Netherlands,

ture. We listened to lectures and went on a

O

for the first time.

We were there to partici-

pate in the Netherlandic-Sl'K'E study abroad
program. The program is offered by Dordt
College and is directed by Dr. Case J. Boot.
For most of us it was an intensely exciting
yet scary time. The idea of not only visiting,

but studying and living in a foreign country
for four months was challenging.
For the first month of the program,
students lived with host families throughout
the city. This was an ideal way for us to be
able to assimilate into the culture and participate in Dutch lifestyles. The families all
spoke English but were helpful in teaching us

the Dutch phrases and showing us around the
country. It was a wonderful time, and they all
made us feel like a part of their families. It
was neat to see how families across the world

are the same as and yet different from ours.

language, culture, history, art, and architecmajor excursion about once a week. We
visited one of the famous museums in

Amsterdam each Wednesday. Holland is a
fascinating

place to view art and architecture.

It was the homeland of the Golden Age of
the Seventeenth Century, and many famous
artists and pieces of art were born there:

Rembrandt, Vermeer, Van Gogh. My
favorite museums

were the Rijksmuseum,

where we saw the famous "Night Watch" by
Rembrandt, and the Van Gogh Museum.
We traveled extensively and saw many
fascinating things while we were in Holland.
Holland is such a beautiful country! Every

spring there are miles of tulip fields and
the annual Keukenhof Tulip Festival.
Canals often take the place of streets, and
windmills are still a national symbol.
Everything is preserved in Holland: in
Amsterdam most of the buildings
date back to before the 16oos. It is
uncommon

to see a modem

being constructed.

The Netherlands program allows students to forge new friendships, encounter another culture,
and experience history in a new way, Michelle Bootsma is on the left.

Most of the

churches are marvelous

cathedrals

built as far back as the 1400s. Other
highlights

were visiting a castle in

Germany and the royal family's palace,
spending"
ay-tn Partiarnent at Den
Haag with a member of the Christian

Democratic Party, and watching muddredging in the North Sea.
Some of my saddest memories

are

also these trips. The Dutch thrive on
remembering
semester

their history.

--

building

During our

we studied the Holocaust

and

the effects of the war on Holland. We

I cannot explain what effect this program
had on my life. I came back a more cultured, knowledgeable person. I realized just
how sheltered I had been in terms of other
cultures or peoples. The experience has
changed my-life. I cannot explain to you
what it felt like to stand in a cathedral-like

church built in the 900s and to find a
baptismal record of my great-grandfather
dated in the 1800s or to see where he was
born and lived. I came back feeling as
though I was a part of that history. I felt
as though I knew who I really was. The
art and beauty of Amsterdam will also long
stick in my mind.

The appreciation

I

even talked to many survivors. In May,
we saw the Queen at the Liberation
Day Service and participated in honor-

gained for architecture and music and art
has changed my taste and preference. As

ing the soldiers of World War II. We

for my future, this program was invaluable

concluded our studies with a trip to
Camp Vught, a concentration camp.

because it has helped me to realize that I

It was one of the most horrifying

tional relations.

experiences I have ever had. I will
never forget it.

who you are.

This program helped
me to realize that I
want to spend my
future working in
international relations.

"

want to spend my future working in interna-

N-SPICE is a wonderful

way to learn, experience,

and define just

modules linking development and civil society
society will be driven by the same world

In his work, Visser is particularly

being useful in Dordt courses in
international business, international

One

of my goals is to

view or values. But adopting the principles
of a civil society at least gives the potential

interested in seeing the connections
between principles of economic justice

for heading in the right direction.
"One of my goals in working on this
project is to help my students see that one

the building
explore

bad government

care for their world if they feel they have a

considerable

way to bring change, how to improve
governing in an affluent capitalistic

enthusiastic about the work.
"I've wanted to write down some

decision can cause

society,

of the things I've learned over the years,
to share them with people outside of my

more damage than

decision

can cause more

damage than thousands of Christians working at grass roots levels can undo," he says.
Such an emphasis has not always been
included in business courses, although

he acknowledges
regularly discussed
courses.

that they may be more
in political

science

and stewardship, global relations, and
of community.

He wants to

issues such as whether people

how to reduce ethnic

tensions

services.
He tested some of the program's
this spring in a course taught

over spring break at the University of

linked to economics and business curricula,
it uses an interdisciplinary
approach that the

Economics
Russia-a

sponsors

Christianity, a Christian educational

hope will be incorporated

into the

programs of CCCU member institutions.
Visser is currently working with an
economist and a political scientist from
other institutions on his part of the project.
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will

and build trust, and how to create public

modules

While the CCCU project is closely

tions, economic

and Finance in St. Petersburg,
visit coordinated by Open

institution in St. Petersburg. Other
professors will test the modules in their
own classes or those of others in their
institutions. Visser envisions the modules

development,

rela-

and GEN

300, the capstone course in Calling, Task,
and Culture.
Although the project demands a

classes,"

amount of time, Visser is

help students see that
one bad government

he says. This project is forcing

him to do just that. He is also drawn by
the interdisciplinary approach of the project,
which helps students see the complexity of
issues.

"I grew up thinking that politics was
just too far removed

for me to have any

thousands of Christians
working at grass roots
levels can undo.

impact," he says. He no longer believes

that is true and hopes to give his students
the tools and information
them to become involved

to convince
as well.

/
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Faculty
News-----------

_

Duane Bajema attended the 24th annual
National Agricultural Education Research
meetings on December 9-13. Participants
shared the most current research developments in pedagogy, adult education, assessment, ethics, distance education, and learning styles. Research covered issues in secondary and higher education.
Bajema also represented the agriculture
department at the Iowa Vision 2000's conference on internships on February 5,
in Ames, Iowa. The purpose of the conference was to discuss key issues regarding
internship programs offered by acadentic
institutions in Iowa. The program focused
on designing effective internships and
sustaining them ..

Northern Territories, January 23-24. On
February 6, Van Dyk gave the keynote
address and led workshops at the convention
of the Vancouver Island Christian teachers,
held in Nanaimo, B.c. He also led sentinars
on Febrnary 9 for the staff of Duncan
Christian High School in Duncan, B.C.
On March 6, he conducted workshops
in Edina, Minnesota, on cooperative learning and other teaching strategies for the
staffs of Calvin Christian and Pease
Christian schools.

Dr. Ken Bussema made a presentation
at the CCCU National Assessment
Conference on March 5-7, 1998. The presentation was titled, "Who Am I? Whose
Am I? Identity and Faith Development."
Dr. Ken Bussema

Dr. Robert Hilbelink taught an MBA
course at California Baptist College in
Riverside, California. The course, which
combined accounting and finance, took
place over three weekends, in which parttime students completed a full semester's
work.
Dr. Fred Van Geest presented a paper at
Huntingdon College in Montgomery,
Alabama, in late March. The theme of the
conference was "Justice" and the title of the
paper Van Geest presented was "A
Reformed Christian Perspective on Public
Justice and Political Economy."
Dr. Wayne Kobes presented a paper
titled "Bringing the Gospel to North
America: Contextualization at Home" at the
Overseas Ministries Study Center in New
Haven, Connecticut. The week-long
seminar -was held-JaBwary 5-9
yen Dordt
College students joined him at the seminars.

-

Dr. Wayne Kobes

Kobes also attended the annual conference of ACCESS (Association of Christian
Continuing Education Schools and
Seminaries) with Tom Soerens in Pasadena,
California from January 15-17. They
explored the current state of distance education as well as new directions and opportunities in this area of education.
Dr. John Van Dyk, director of the
Center for Educational Services, was an
invited speaker at the national Focus '98
Christian Teachers' Conference held January
18-22 in Geelong, Australia. Van Dyk
addressed aspects of distinctively Christian
classroom practice. He then traveled to
Darwin on Australia's tropical north coast to
conduct seminars for teachers and board
members of Christian schools in the

Dr. John Kok's book, Patterns of the
Western Mind, was published by Dordt Press
in January. The book. taken largely from his
Philosophy 201 syllabus, is made up of two
parts: a Reformed Christian survey of the
history of Western philosophy and descriptions of some basic Christian thought
patterns.
Mrs. Corinne Huisman and Dr. Dallas
Apol attended a workshop training session
for the Oral Proficiency Interview in
Spanish on March 6 and 7. The workshop
was sponsored by the American Council on
the Teaching of Foreign Languages and was
held at the University of Wisconsin in
Madison.
Dr. Robb De Haan and Dr. Christian
Goedhart attended a COCAP (Coalition of
Colleges with Agriculture Programs) conference at Florida Southern College in
Lakeland, Florida, from January 6-8. Topics
at the conference included recruiting students for agriculture programs, promoting
faculty exchanges, and promoting interactions among CCCU students. Participants
went on three field trips to learn about the
citrus, vegetable, strawberry, and ornamental
industries in Florida.
Professor John Hofland has been busy
bringing"the"llftS"ltf tlie"flUblic.
ries for Dr. Seuss's Birthday Party as part of
America Reads Program at a local school,
he painted liturgical banners for his church,
and taught creative drama for the Sioux
County Creative Arts Festival recently.
Dr. Pam Adams had an article.
"Reading Instruction in Christian
Elementary Schools: Does One's View of
Scripture Influence Pedagogy?" published in
the Autumn 1997 issue of the Journal of
Research on Christian Education. Both she
and Dr. Charles Adams presented at the
District N Spring Conference in Oostburg,
Wisconsin, on March 13. Charles gave the
keynote speech on "Distincti veness in the
Age of Inclusiveness." and Pam presented
two sectionals titled "Using Children's
Literature: Books that Develop a Christian
World View."

Dordt Press
recent releases
Patterns of
the western Mind
A Reformed Christian Perspective
by John H. Kok
A Reformed Christian survey of the history and contours of Western philosophy
from the Greeks to the present makes up
part one of the book. In part two, Kok
describes some basic thought parterns that
are in line with Scripture and, thus, may
be called Christian. Interspersed are guide
questions useful for individual or classroom study. The author is professor of
philosophy and dean of the humanities
division at Dordt College.

paperback,

263 pages, $12.50 U.S.

From Creation
to Consummation
by Gerard Van Groningen
A thorough explanation of the eschatological implications of the messianic presence and task, focusing especially on rhe
themes of covenant and the kingdom of
God. Van Groningen begins by focusing
on biblical revelation concerning
the
creation: God's creating acts, humankind's place within creation, the fall, and
rhe promise of redemption. Part two follows the path of God's covenant, kingdorn-estaoliSliing worli. from AlJralialW't'O
the Babylonian exile. Wrirten for both
the biblical scholar and the serious lay
reader, the book includes many study aids:
exrensive footnotes and bibliography, an
exhaustive subject index, and an index to
Scripture texts cited. The author, now
retired
from
Covenant
Theological
Seminary, S1. Louis, has also taught at
Reformed Theological
Seminary
and
Dordr College, as well as theological
schools in Australia and Brazil.

hardcover, 624 pgs., $3695 U.S.

DORDT COLLEGE PRESS
498 4th Avenue NE,
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
phone: 712-722-6421
dordrpresss'dordr. edu
www.dordt.edu/pub/dordtpress

Dordt is well represented at
Princeton's Kuyper Lectures

T

Dordt's contingent at the Kuyper Conference included botb faculty and students •
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welve faculty members, nine
students, an emeritus president, and
ten alumni attended the Kuyper
Lectures held at Princeton University in
February. The conference commemorated the
100th anniversary of statesman Abraham
Kuyper's Stone Lectures given at Princeton in
1898.
Dordt faculty members say they went
because it was a historic event and because of
their respect for the Christian worldview that
has its roots in Kuyper's thought. They also
wanted to see how other Christians react and
have been shaped by this tradition and to
explore further implications of it.
Faculty from a variety of disciplines attended:
philosophy, history, social work. mathematics,
theology, education, and engineering. The
nine students also represented a variety ~f

disciplines, but all were drawn by the impact
Kuyper's worldview has had on their education and their IiYes.
Because not all of the presenters were committed to Kuyper's views, the conference
attendees found much to think about and discuss. They also took advantage of renewing
relationships and discussions with colleagues
from other institutions.
A series of five lectures was given by Dr.
Nicholas Wolterstorff, from Yale. Panelists
from around the world responded to Kuyper's
ideas, many voicing regret about some of the
prejudices expressed in Kuyper's views. One
Dordt faculty member commented. "While
not all agree on the merits of Kuyper's
legacy, yet a contemporary reformational
perspective remains fruitful for developing a
Christian social presence in North America."
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Plumbline

Dr. Tom Visker

port has a greater impact on OUf lives
today than at any other time in modern
history. Whether it be through participation in a competitive sport program or as a
spectator of sporting events, sport is increasingly impinging on our time, energy, and
financial resources.
While some benefits may have resulted
from this phenomenon, a serious problem has
emerged for the Christian community. For
the most part, we have allowed sport to permeate our lives without giving adequate
attention to how it ties into a biblicallydirected lifestyle. Little effort has been made
to determine the proper place for such activities or just how a Christian ought to behave
while participating in sporting events. The
attempt to integrate one's faith life with sport
participation has too often resulted in nothing
more than a pre-game and post -game prayer.
How has the phenomenon evaded closer
scrutiny by the Christian community? I suggest there are two factors that have allowed
sport to escape closer examination. First,
sport traditionally has been accepted as a
character-building activity. Virtues such
as cooperation, discipline, respect for
authority, perseverance, and fair play can be
developed through sport participation. Little
League baseball, for example, was started
for this very reason. Sport's acceptance into
educational institutions is also a result of the
positive possibilities it holds for character
development.
Despite these claims, we need only to
read the newspaper or watch the evening
J]~ws-tbrealize thatftbis is not true for all
sports participation. At times it seems that
athletic participation develops more negative
character traits than positive ones. In spite of
this, the appetite for sport for Christians and
non-Christians continues to grow.
The second factor that has allowed sport
to escape Christian scrutiny is the lack of
direct biblical instruction regarding sport participation. At best, the Scriptures contain a
handful of verses that, when taken out of
their historical and cultural context, mayor
may not provide direction for sport participation. This has led some Christians to conclude that sport is neutral or secular, falling
outside the jurisdiction of Scripture.
Therefore, the behavior of the contestants is
governed by the conventional wisdom of the
game they are playing, rather than the wisdom of the Holy Scriptures.
Christians who embrace a reformational
world view cannot accept sport as neutral or

S

Our
because

life has meaning

of

God's love

for us not because

of

our accomplishments

on

the athletic field.

"

Sport provides a diversion from
work.

secular. Sport, just as everything else, must
fall under the lordship of Jesus Christ and is
subject to the ordinances established for it by
our heavenly Father. Those who cannot
accept this fail to see the broad scope of
God's creational activity.
When accepting sport as part of creation,
we also recognize the effects of sin and
redemption on sport. Because of sin, sport
has become distorted. This distortion, however, is not the final condition of sport. The
redemption of the cosmos through the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ is universal
in scope. Nothing, including sport, lies outside God's plan of redemption.
When viewed in this perspective, sport
Involvement is a legitimate activity for a
Christian to pursue. We have been called to
both work and play. Sports participation is
one way in which we can maintain that balance. It provides a diversion from work and
other daily routines. When playing sports we
temporarily set aside the concerns of the
workplace to celebrate with others the
beauty of human movement.
The fun of being wholeheartedly engaged
in a non-serious activity is essential to living
a balanced, Christian life. For many participants, however, sport has been elevated to
a level of seriousness that does not permit
them to enjoy this balance. The joy of
participation has been replaced by the
need to win. So much importance has
been pinned on the outcome of the contest
that losing has become tantamount to failure.
Indeed, sport has become a serious business.
How can we determine if sport occupies
an appropriate place in living a balanced,

Christian life? One way is to examine our
relationship to God and others while we are
participating in sport. Living obediently to
the norms God has established for our relationship with him and others while playing
sport is an indicator of the proper level of
seriousness on the part of the participant.
Our life has meaning because of God's love
for us, not because of our accomplishments
on the athletic field. Our language will honor,
not blaspheme, God's name. The love that
we have for our neighbor will supersede our
love for winning. Conversely, if we have
difficulty adhering to these biblical norms,
we need to examine the level of importance
we have given to sport. More than likely,
sport is no longer a temporary diversion from
daily concerns and, therefore, the essential
balance between work and play has been lost.
By placing sport participation in this
context and faithfully adhering to the biblical
norms for our relationship to God and others
while playing sports, we can experience the
joyful celebration that sport was intended
to be.
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Dr. Tom vlsker teaches in the
HPER department.

COLLEGE

ADMINISTRATIVE POSITIONS

Director of Human Resources
Reporting to the vice president for business affairs, the newly-created position
requires a hands-on professional who will administer a comprehensive human
resource program, maintaining a quality workforce reflective of the college's mission.
A bachelor's degree and relevant professional experience required; master's degree
preferred.
Qualified persons committed to a Reformed biblical perspective and educational
philosophy are encouraged to send a resume and letter of interest that provides
evidence of that commitment to Bernard De Wit, Vice President for Business
Affairs, at the address below, via facsimile (712-722-1198).

Positions in Computer Services

DORDT

COLLEGE
FACULTY POSITIONS

Business Administration, Fall 1998
Qualifications: M.B.A. with relevant experience or Ph.D. in business administration.

Economics Fall 1999
Potential Economics, Fall 1998

• Director of Computer Services - Responsible for daily operations of both
administrative and academic computing .
• Network TechnicianlWeb Administrator - Responsibilities include managing a
Novell network and technical supervision of the college's intranet and internet resources.
• Programmer/Systems Analyst - Responsible for maintenance and development of the college's Informix-based administrative system.
For specific job descriptions and qualifications regarding these positions, contact
David Netz, Vice President for Information Services, at (712) 722-6043 or e-mail
(netz@dordt.edu).

Qualifications: Ph.D. in economics preferred, demonstrated teaching excellence.

Public Relations Assistant

English, Fall 1998-Dne-year position
Qualifications: Ph.D. preferred, demonstrated teaching excellence, ability to teach general education courses in grammar and composition, responding to literature, and upper level courses.
To receive application materials and a detailed job description, qualified persons committed to a
Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest
that provides evidence of that commitment and a curriculum/vitae/resume to Dr. Rockne McCarthy, vice
President for Academic Affairs, at the address below or via facsimile (712-722-4496) or e-mail
(vpaa@dordt.edu).
Dordt College is an equal opportunity employer and encourages application by women and minorities.

DORDT
498 4th Avenue NE

Spring 1998

COLLEGE
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

A half-time opening beginning summer/fall 1998. Qualifications: bachelor's
degree in a related area and strong writing skills required; relevant work experience
and graphic design, photography, journalism, or other applicable skills a plus.
Applicants for this position must communicate an understanding of and commitment to the Reformed Christian educational mission of Dordt College. Send letter
of application and resume to Lyle Gitters, Vice President for College Advancement,
at the address below or via facsimile (712-722-6066).
Dordt College is an equal opportunity employer and encourages application by women and minorities.

DORDT
712-722-6000

COLLEGE

498 4th Avenue NE

Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

712-722-6000
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the time and the distance runners were inside

about two-thirds of the time," said Altena.
Team member Jeff Surnrnerhays appreciates the opportunity "to do a lot more speed
workouts and get quality practice time. It's a
lot better with the weather," says
Surnrnerhays. "On cold days, we could just
do our workouts inside."
"Last year," says team member Cathy
Palmer, "if it was too cold or icy to do work

outside, we had to do lines in the gym. You
never really felt in shape."

Because

she

always had the option of working inside this
year, Palmer says she felt more prepared for

"I went

competition.
excited,"

into the season more

she says.

The whole program is benefitting from the
quality practice time the new facility provides. "We broke many records this year,"
says Altena, "and 1 think we can attribute that

to our facility. It's helped our program as far
as performance

for the athletes and they've

really enjoyed it, too."
Not only is the indoor track drawing a

higher level of performance out of the athletes, but it's also drawing a larger crowd.

Altena says the crowd support has been
tremendous.

Indoor track team goes

• • •

indoors

"It's curiosity

with a lot of

people," he says. "Many people have never
seen an indoor track meet."
"There were tons of fans," adds Palmer.

"It really made a big difference, especially

fter years of scheduling around the
weather and holding meets at the
Dakota Dome in South Dakota, the
indoor track team finally has its own facilities

Altena, noting also the high jump area and
the capacity for practicing hurdles and doing
regular speed work.
In previous years, says Altena, the team
would have to find an outdoor 400-meter
stretch of road that wasn't snowy or icy for

in the new recreation center.

practice.

"The long/triple jump pit is really a helpful part of the facility," says track coach Syne

dle of winter. This year "the sprinters and
field events people stayed inside most of

The rec center will also host two high school

en's Basketball

fourrh place). For the first time the Dordt

For the second year in a row the

women made the conference

Dordt College men's basketball

lost in a SOIC semi-final at South Dakota
Tech 63-59 on February 28. South Dakota

I

Kirstin Vander Giessen

A

This was often difficult in the mid-

at Homecoming.
there."
Although

It was so fun to run in

the indoor track season is done

for this year, the team is anticipating a trip to
Washington over spring break, where
they will participate in two outdoor meets.
meets this spring.

Sports updates
Corey Westra.,
Sports InfonnatioD

Director

M

team came up one game short in a bid to go
to the national tournament in Nampa, Idaho.

The Dordt men ended their season at Black
Hills State in the SDIC championship game
on March 3, losing 89-69.
The Dordt men, under third-year head
coach Greg Van Soelen, ended the season at
15-13 (7-7 in the conference for 4th place).
The Dordt men's season was marked by an
end of the season surge to even make the

playoffs.

Dordt was 2-6 in the SOIC at one

point and ended the conference schedule
going 5-1 in their last six conference games

to finish in fourth place and take the final
playoff spot.
The Dordt men were led on the season by

senior guard Ross Bouma (Orange City,
Iowa) who averaged 14.3 points a game.
Bouma ended his Dordt career by making the
1000 point club with a total 1004 points.

playoffs.

Dordt

Excitement and optimism were high as track
athletes began the second semester working

18th-year head coach Dr. Len Rhoda, were
led for the season by junior forward Lisa
Roos (Ripon, California) who averaged 14.7
points and 8.3 rebounds a game. Roos
topped the 1000 point mark in only her junior

Dordt was able to host two indoor meets
this season. The Dordt Invitational took

season.
selection.

Lisa was an all-conference

first team

Lisa's sister, Lori, garnered "fresh-

man of the year" honors in the SDIC.
The Dordt women's

team graduates two

NAIA Honorable Mention
All-American

Championships

February 26-28.
The men's 3200 relay team (Jeff
Surnrnerhays, Ron Kingma, Scott De Weerd,
and Jason De Weerd) finished 18th out of 31

"The South Dakota Tech loss was disappointing," says Rhoda, "but we had a great
year. We can build from this experience going
into next season," Rhoda

adds.

S

I am

Don't miss the next Voice for updates
on the men's baseball,

women's

soft

ball, and outdoor track season.
Head coach Dr. Torn Visker and this
year's baseball team headed for California
(Los Angeles area) for spring break for games
March 16-21.
Head coach Dr. Don Draayer and the
softball team traveled to Kansas and played

in a posi-

omen's Basketball

W

Dordt College double-header
basketball games were a treat to
watch this year because of the Lady

in the Kansas Wesleyan

tournament over

spring break.
The track team and head coach Dr. Syne

The Dordt

Altena were in Washington

women finished at 15-10 (8-6 in the SOIC for

10 Voice

on

pring Sports

season."

on the court.

Nebraska

teams with a new school record time of

tion to make the playoffs at the end of the

success

in Lincoln,

7:55.71. The distance medley relay team
(Jason De Weerd, Steve Holwerda, Ron
Kingma, and Jeff Summerhays) finished 15th
out of 33 teams with a time of 10:23.45.

so happy with how the men believed in what

Defenders'

Dordt also sent two men's relay teams to

uates this spring.

"I feel bad for the seniors," says Coach
Van Soelen, "to get that close to the national

Lisa RODSwas named

meet was held at Dordt on Homecoming,

February 21.
The Dordt women finished fourth in the
SOIC Indoor Meet while the men finished in
6th place.

Senior manager Carie Vander Veen also grad-

graduates.

we were doing and put themselves

place on January 24 and the SOIC indoor

the National Indoor Track and Field

players: Brad Veenstra, and Troy Van Essen.
Senior manager Cody Harskamp also

Awards

out on the indoor track every day.

seniors: Cherilyn Dykstra and Lynette Roos.

Bouma was a second team all-conference

and not make it. However,

asset to this year's indoor track season,"

says Dordt track coach Dr. Syne Altena.

Tech was the regular and postseason conference champion.
The Dordt women, under the direction of

selection.
Dordt graduates two other senior

tournament

ndoorTrack

"The new recreation center was a huge

/

over spring break.
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Campaign update

Dordt 2000
receives $500,000
boost from
Vermeer Foundation

$16
million

Lyle Gritters
VICe Presiden f~9,~lleIl;e
Advan~~

he Dordt 2000 Campaign received a
$500,000 boost before the end of the
1997 calendar year with word that the
Vermeer Charitable Fonndation of Pella, Iowa,
granted a pledge of $500,000. In addition to
the Vermeer grant, the college received
$472,000 in other new pledges and gifts since
the last Voice report, pushing the campaign
total past the $15 million mark as of February
I, 1998.
The Vermeer Charitable Foundation grant
will be allocated among a number of important
college needs, including campaign building
projects, a scholarship program for engineering and computer science majors who participate in internship programs, and the support
of the internationalization of the college's
business curriculum.
The Vermeer Charitable Foundation has
made significant grants to all fund raising
campaigns of the college over the past
twenty years, demonstrating their long-term
commitment to Christian higher education
and to Dordt College. Directors of the
Vermeer Charitable Foundation include
Gary J. Vermeer, Matilda Vermeer, Robert L.
Vermeer, Lois J. Vermeer, Dale J. Andringa,
and Mary A. Andringa, all of Pella, Iowa.

T

Development Foundation Leadership Committee: Dale Den Herder, Norm Snieder, Marlon Mouw, Ron Oostra, Dennis
Walstra; Dot pictured-Ron De Groot, Stan Kroese, Jan Schuiteman, and Ross Vernon.

Dordt Development
Foundation raises
over $1 million

W

e are pleased and grateful to
announce that the Dordt
Development Foundation (DDF)
went over its $985,000 goal for the Dordt
2000 Campaign during the month of
December, reaching a total of $1,024,000
as of February I, 1998.
The DDF is the primary means whereby
businesses in the local region provide

financial support for Dordt College. Early in
the campaign, members of the DDF
Leadership Committee, made up of community business leaders, set a goal of raising
$985,000 for the new recreation center.
Surpassing the $1 million mark is a remarkable accomplishment for our local business
community and is a reflection of the outstanding generosity of area businesses and
their strong commitment to Dordt College
and its students.
We want to take this opportunity to thank
all of the 105 area businesses who participated
in the DDF program by contributing to the
Dordt 2000 Campaign.

Campaign Goal:
$16 million

Raised to date:
$15.2 million
Dordt 2000 is a five-year, $16
million campaign to provide
additional campus facilities,
meet the annual fund goals,
and increase the endowment.

The use of trusts in financial planning
Dave Vander Wed
Director of Planned Giving

TI

sts are a v.aluable tool in financial
and estate planning. A trust is one of
the easiest ways to insure that your
wishes concerning the use and disposition of
your property are carried out during your lifetime or the lives of others. Effective use of a
trust can all but eliminate federal or income
taxes. Most importantly, a trust can help to
provide for the future of Dordt College while
at the same time serving as a flexible planning tool for a donor.
A trust is a form of property ownership.
You, the donor, create a trust by conveying
property such as cash, land, securities, collectibles, insurance, etc., to a trustee such as
Dordt College, for the benefit of one or more
beneficiaries. Although ownership of the
property rests with the trustee, the trust
agreement defines the duration of the trust,
the powers and duties of the trustee, and the
rights of all beneficiaries. You describe in
the trust agreement exactly who is to receive
income and principal, as well as when payments are to be made. The trustee manages
and invests as you stipulate in the trust
document.
Most trusts fall into certain classes.
Testamentary trusts are created at death
through a will; living trusts are created by
a contractual agreement during one's lifetime.
Living trusts can be revocable or irrevocable.
A "sprinkling trust" permits the trustee to
choose the beneficiary of income or principal, usually within a class (such as children).
The QTIP trust lets you take full advantage
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of the estate tax marital deduction and still
control the eventual distribution of your
estate. The discretionary trust permits the
trustee to accumulate or payout income.
Most trusts have two or more beneficiaries. A beneficiary may have interests in
both income from the trust and principal.
For example, you may specify that the
income from the trust be paid to your
spouse for life, with the remainder to be
distributed to Dordt College at the death of
your spouse.
In short, a charitable trust permits you to
provide security to someone close to you
while reducing or eliminating estate taxes,
and at the same time providing for a
charitable cause like Dordt College.
Let's look at the example of Wesley.
Wesley is a widower whose estate is
$800,000. Wesley's desire is to leave the bulk
of his estate to his children and reduce the
estate taxes due upon his death. Wesley
would also like to provide a source of income
for his younger brother Elliot, whose efforts
to build an artichoke empire have so far
proven fruitless. Further, Wesley has been a
loyal Dordt College supporter ever since his
son and daughter graduated from the college.
He wishes to remember Dordt College in
appreciation for the educational opportunities
given to his children.
If Wesley's estate were to pass directly to
his children and his brother, his estate will
pay a tax of $75,000 at his death. Compounding this, Wesley fears Elliot may
spend his entire share building a museum for
artichoke growers.
Wesley decided to revise his will by

setting up a charitable remainder unitrust
which he funded with $200,000. By setting
up this trust Wesley was able to:
- pass the bulk of his estate to his
children
- provide Elliot with an income based
on a fixed percentage-in
this case
5 percent of the value of the trust
each year (first year $10,000). With
proper management, the trust assets
will grow allowing Elliot's income
to keep pace with inflation. Elliot
will continue to receive income
throughout his lifetime.
- make a generous gift to Dordt
College because the assets in the
trusts will pass to the college upon
the death of Elliot.
- reduce the tax burden on his estate
by means of a charitable deduction
equal to the value of Dordt's
remainder interest in the trust at the
date of his death. If Elliot is 65 when
Wesley dies, his taxable estate will
be reduced by $97,911. The tax on
Wesley's estate will be reduced from
$75,000 to $37,773, for a tax savings
of $37,277.
Despite their benefits, trusts are fairly
technical and offer many different options. It
is wise to use the services of a qualified
financial planner to ensure that your wishes
are accomplished. If you wish to benefit
Dordt College and at the same time increase
your income or your family's income, contact
our office for more information: 712-7226020 or 800-343-6738 (option #3).
/

A

charitable trust

permits you to provide
security to someone
close to you while
reducing or eliminating
estate taxes, and at
the same time providing
for a charitable cause
like Dordt College.
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1998 Distinguished Alum

Haarsma tells students "God's blessings
don't always look like we think they will"
Traveling along a mountainous road in China, the bus in
which Haarsma was riding
plunged over a cliff, killing
oving from a job at a ski resort in
The
Distinguished
fifteen people and injuring
Utah to poverty-stricken Bangladesh
.1 Alumnus designation
forty-five others.
seems at first glance like an unbeis an annual award given
In a primitive Chinese
lievable leap. It was, but not as much as you
by the college to a graduhospital for more than a
might think, says Valerie Haarsma ('85), this
ate who has exemplified
week, Haarsma suffered from
year's Distinguished Alumna.
the principles of the
frightening, undiagnosed
"I got into hotel management because I
college in career or
injuries without the benefit of
was interested in a service-oriented career,"
other areas' of life, and
painkilling medication. After
she says. In her mind, serving customers
who has gained insights
being transported to Hong
in Utah, teaching students in China, or workand experiences that can
Kong, she learned the extent
ing with people in Bangladesh all fit under
be shared for the benefit
of her injuries-a broken hip
than umbrella.
of the college community.
and pelvis-and
received
But they represent very different kinds of
Haarsma is the eighth
transfusions to replace the
service. Haarsma found that listening to
Dordt graduate to receive
nearly forty percent blood
wealthy people complain day after day
the award.
loss she had suffered from
"burned her out" and made her look for a
internal bleeding. Her condimore meaningful way to serve.
tion improved rapidly, a fact
"It was not a good fit for me," she says.
she attributes to the power of
But although her spiritual life and lifestyle
prayer.
suffered, she believes that the skills she
"I learned that God
learned in those five years prepared her for
answers prayer much more
the way God has since directed her life.
than we give him credit for,"
"Life doesn't always look like we think it
she says. "We need to pray,
will. God's blessings don't always look like
believing that he will answer
we think they will," she says. That was the
Letting
God call
us."
recurring theme of Haarsma's HomecomingHaarsma's accident came
week visit to Dordt. Her overarching message
DurIng Haarsma's recent Homec:oming-week visit to Dordt she was bonher out
her comfort
was the uncertainty of life and the certainty of at the end of a two-year stint
ered at a dinner on Thursday evening, February 19. She also led chapel
and spoke in theology, business, psycbology, and roreign language courses.
in China as a tent-making
God's sustaining love.
zone into complete
missionary and teacher of
Her own experiences since graduation in
"That seemed like the perfect opportunity
English with the English Language Institute1985 are examples, she says, of the mistake
to
be
trained in the field, gaining first-hand
dependence on him is
of thin)ci.I!gthat we're in control. Letting God
C~ina (~LIC). :t:"~llowin_g~h~r
~ec:~)Very,
experience. before entering-the progeam atJ. y'
Haarsma spent an additional eighteen months
call her out of her comfort zone into complete
Eastern," she says. Instead, Haarsma discovher goal, but living out
with ELIC as a recruiter and mentor, based in
dependence on him is her goal, she says, but
ered during her two years in Bangladesh that,
San Dimas, California.
living out that goal is a struggle with many
although international and cross-cultural
that goal is a struggle.
Her experiences with ELIC had convinced
highs and lows.
outreach remained a passion, she was not
Haarsma that her future lay in international
She compares the highs to "jumping out
meant for in-the-field development work.
development work, so she made plans to enter
of an airplane knowing quite well that I don t
Returning to the United States, Haarsma
a graduate program in that field at Eastern
have a parachute on, but confident that I'm
moved back to Utah in 1996. In Salt Lake
College in Pennsylvania. Once again, she
cradled in the arms of grace." But she laughCity, she discovered the Utah Institute of
says, God had other plans. Four or five job
ingly acknowledges that flapping and flailing
Biblical Studies, where she is now enrolled
opportunities came her way before she
often replaces her calm confidence in God's
in a master's program in Christian studies.
enrolled at Eastern, including a short-term
support.
She has also been able to pursue her interest
assignment with the Christian Reformed
Haarsma points to her near-fatal accident
in cross-cultural ministry, working as volunWorld Relief Committee (CRWRC) in
in 1992 as an event that most clearly demonteer director of a Christian outreach and
Bangladesh.
strated her utter dependence on God.
hospitality program for international students
attending the University of Utah.
Haarsma expects to complete her master's
re you striving to integrate your
program in about a year and a half. She isn't
Christian faith in your teaching?
sure what will follow, but she does have a
Are you looking for exciting
dream. She would like to run a hospitality
professional development opportunities
house-maybe
eventually a series of themthat fit your busy life? Dordt College's
for international students. She's even identigraduate program was designed with
fied the house in Salt Lake City where she
you in mind.
would
like to begin that ministry. But
"Dordt's
Haarsma would be the first to say that God
Master of Education Degree
master of
may have other plans for her, and he knows
Complete your degree in curriculum and instruction
best.
education
in as few as three summers. Spend one week on
Haarsma challenges Dordt students also to
campus per course, plus pre-campus assignments.
give
over control of their lives. One way to
program has
do that is to open themselves to unexpected
July at Dordt
helped me
possibilities. She urges them to get out of
One-credit mini-courses and a curriculum writing
their own culture by participating in an overworkshop, plus these graduate courses:
unite my
seas or off-campus program.
Week One
Christian
"Any time you get out of your culture,
• Introduction to Graduate Research
you
see the good and bad in that culture dif• Structuring School Curriculum
perspective
ferently,"
she says. She believes it gives
• Integrating Technology and Education
new
insight
into how to live responsibly as a
with
my
Week Two
child
of
God.
It also allows people such as
• Learning Theories for Today's Student
classroom
her
to
share
their
view of life and the breadth
• Constructing Thematic Units
of
a
broad
kingdom
vision.
• Implementing Instructional Strategies
teaching. "
"We
have
too
much
to offer our world to
Week Three
sit
on
it
in
our
small
communities,"
she says.
Jon
Kroeze
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 • 1-800-343-6738
• Current Issues in Education
"We
have
the
potential
to
make
an
incredible
• Inclusion of Students With Special Needs
http://www.dordt.edu
1997 grad
impact on people and on our world."
Jim De Young and SaUy Jongsma
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Alumni director's notes

Surveys show education & business top professions
Judy Hagey,

Upcoming
events:

urveys

S

Surveys serve a variety of purposes.
Businesses use them to gauge customer satisfaction; organizations use them to
determine attitudes; institutions use them to
gather useful information. Since 1987 the
triennial alumni association survey has been
helpful in maintaining a database of alumni
information. It is designed to help us keep in
touch with you, so we can help you keep in
touch with
each other.
Nearly
4000 surveys
have been
returned and
continue to
filter in to
the alumni
office,
although that
response rate
(35.8 percent) is .
lower than
previous
Jody Hagey
years.
Alumni from the 80s and 90s returned their
surveys with greater frequency than alumni
from earlier decades, particularly the 50s
and 60s. This bears out a phenomenon that
alumni professionals often observe-that
ties to an alma mater are strongest at two
points-in
the years immediately following
graduation and as their own children
approach college age. The fact that Dordt's
'ear
,
llVen. re p<mded; at the .rate.
of later alumni may indicate that graduates
from those earlier decades who completed
their undergraduate education at another
institution may not readily identify themselves as Dordt alumni. The overall lower
response rate may also tell us that people
have reached a survey-saturation point.
Perhaps it's an overused resource in
garnering information or perhaps people
are skeptical of providing too much
information about themselves in an
information-saturated environment.
Despite the lower than usual response
we have learned some interesting things
about our alumni.
Not surprisingly, the largest number of
respondents indicate education as their area
of employment. Given Dordt's history as a
teacher training institution and our continuing strong program in education the fact that
21 percent are involved in teaching, either at
the elementary or secondary level, or in
administration, reflects Dordt's mission. The
fields of accounting and business account
for the second-highest number of alumni at
nearly 19 percent. These percentages parallel
current enrollments in the same programs
since the elementary education and business
administration departments list the largest
number of majors.
Homemaking ranks a strong third (12.3
percent) with agriculture, secretarial, healthmedical services, social services, computer
services, and engineering completing the top
nine job areas recorded.
In many ways alumni demographics
parallel current student demographics. The
majority of alumni (67 percent) are members
of Christian Reformed churches, with another
12 percent members of related Reformed
churches. This compares to 75 percent of
students who are members of Christian
Reformed churches and 13 percent in
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Summer Reunion
July 24.25,1998
Class of 1973-25 yr.
Class of 1988-10 yr.
Classes of 1976-8~luster
(20th for 1978)

Regional Reunions
Colorado
Long Scraggy
Campground

near Denver
JuneS & 6
info: 712-722-6028

D Accounting/Business,
D AglFarming, 5.8%
•

Homemaking,

•

Health Services/
Medical Practice,

18.8%

12.8%
6.1%

•

Social Services,

•

Engineering,

~

Education,

~

Secretarial/Clerical,

D Computer

3.0%

2.7%
21.0%
5.4%

Services,

2.4%

Dordt
Discovery Days
Residential summer camp
for students who will have
completed grades 6-8.
Over 20 offeringsin arts,
sciences, history, receation etc.

June 22-26, 1998
closely related Reformed fellowships. As in
the student body, the list of church memberships in the broader evangelical community
continues to grow.
One factor contributing to a growing
diversity in church membership is quite likely
the geographical diversity (distribution) of
alumni. Whereas the student body represents
34 states; alumni responded from 42 states.
As alumni spread out across the United
States and Canada they are more likely to
locate in communities that do not have a
significant Reformed presence. Based on
anecdotal evidence, it is apparent that alumni
are finding church homes that strengthen
their faith and in which they are able to
make a valuable contribution. In that way
it's encouraging to see Dordt's influence
spread beyond its traditional communities
into other areas that share a vision for
serving the kingdom of Christ.
Evidence of growing access to technological advancements can be seen in the fact
that the survey generated 928 e-mail
addresses. That's nearly one-third of the
respondents. It's our hope to make these
available in an on-line directory as soon as
possible so that those of you who wish to
make contact with friends and classmates
can do so easily. Although many of us
appreciate the convenience and ease of
e-mail communication, as alumni director
I also want to protect the privacy and
confidentiality of the information you
provide us.

omecoming

H

While the surveys are one important
way of maintaining contact with
alumni, they are only part of alumni relations.
Personal contact in the form of Homecoming,
Summer Reunion, and regional events are
much more rewarding experiences. We've
just completed a successful Homecoming in
which some 500-600 alnmni turned out for a
Saturday of well-played basketball, the firstever indoor track meet, and plenty of food
and fellowship in the alumni-sponsored
hospitality room.

ummer Reunion

info: 712-722-6026

S

And now we turn our thoughts to the
summer reunion. If you haven't finalized your summer vacation plans, there's still
time to include the Dordt reunion. For the rust
time the reunjon will be held in July. We hope
that this later date accommodates the Canadian
school year and that this time (July 24-25) also
falls into the "vacation window" of United
States alumni. Members of the class of 1973
are invited to return to campus for the 25th
reunion, class of 1988 for their tenth reunion,
and classes of 1976-80 for a "cluster" reunion
in recognition of the 20th anniversary of the
1978 class. Now is a good time to begin calling
classmates and making plans to get together at
the reunion. The Dordt reunion is a vacation
offer too good to resist-you get lots of time
to remember and reminisce with friends and
classmates, while we provide plenty of food
and excellent child care for reasonable costs.
Where else can you get such a deal?

egional Reunions

R

Plans are well underway for a
reunion of Colorado alumni in June.
Long Scraggy Campground, near Denver, is
reserved for late Friday afternoon (June 5)
through Saturday afternoon (June 6). Dordt
English-Theatre Arts faculty pair Dave and Jeri
Schelbaas will be on hand to lead children and
adult activities. The camp setting provides lots
of opportunities for hiking, swimming, and
enjoying the Rocky Mountains. Watch the mail
for more information and registration forms
and make plans to be at Long Scraggy in June
to find out jnst what kind of representation
Dordt has in colorful Colorado.
Dordt's first-ever international reunion is
planned for May 23 in the Netherlands.
Professor Case Boot and the Netherlands
SPICE students are planning an evening of
fun and fellowship with Dordt alumni in the
dining hall of the hospitium at Laan Van
Kronenburg 9, 1183 AS Amstelveen at 19: 15.
For more information call Dr. KJ. Boot at
020-656-9456. Dr. Zylstra will join them for a
time of fellowship and re-connecting with
Dordt College.
/

Parents Weekend
October 16 & 17, 1998
Look for registration
brochure in August.
info: 712-722-6029

You're invited
The Dordt College History
Department invites alumni
and well-wishers to a

Retirement reception
and celebration for
PROFESSOR
ARNOLD KOEKKOEK

West Commons
Dordt College
Saturday, April 25
7:00-9:00 p.m,
If you're in the area,
please stop by to thank
Prof Koekkoek for his
30+ years of service at
Dordt College.
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Flashback
The winner
of last
issue's Flashback contest
Dordt tee-shirt is Wil
VerHoef ('69) He correctly
identified the following
alums: Ruth Verhoeven,
('68)
Hanford,
Calif.;
Bernard
Sturing,
(' 68)
Oskaloosa, Iowa; Judith
Sturing, ('69) Oskaloosa,
Iowa; Harold De Boef,
Oskaloosa Iowa; Donald
Bonner, ('68) Kirkland, Wash.; and Karen Wynstra, ('68) Lynden,
Wash.
"Boy did your Winter 1997 Flashback picture bring back the
memories! 1 graduated from Dordt in 1983 and was only approximately six years old when this picture was taken, but this is exactly
how I remember my siblings and their friends when they came home
from college on breaks. "
Marla (Sturing) De Jager
For your chance to win a Dordt tee-shirt, identify the people in
this month's photo and send it in before May I. We'll draw from
all correctly identified entries.

Alumni notes
1960s

e-mail
Over 900 alumni have sent us their
e-mail addresses. We would like to
receive still more and plan to
develop an e-mail directory and
other ways to use this tool to
improve communication with and
among alumni If you want to
contact us bye-mail, the address is
alumni@duTdt.edu. And check out
the announcements and information
available on the alumni pages of
the Dordt website, www.dordt.edu.

Henrietta Van Meekeren (ex.'66) is a teacher at
Fremont Christian School in Fremont, Michigan.
In the spring of 1997, she was chosen one of ten
teachers in her county to receive a "Salute to
Education" award.
Norm Borner ('68) is the senior editor at God's
World Publications. He has written a children's
book titled Willow, which was recently published
by Baker Books. Norm lives in Asheville, North
Carolina, with his wife, Carol (Schoonekamp,

'70).
Agnes (Siebenga, '69) Struik is living in Toronto,
Ontario, where she is involved in expressive arts
therapy. She has been in the field of therapy since
1989, in which time she has built up a private practice that helps children and adults via various art
forms.

1970s
Joann (Kalsbeek, '72) Groman worked as a medical technologist for seventeen years before "retiring" to devote her time to homeschooling her two
sons. They are currently working at the elementary
level and plan on continuing through high schooL
Joann lives in Ada, Ohio, with her husband Dwight
and their sons: Timothy, 13, and Andrew, 11.

Jim and Jenny (Van Keppel) Van Ry ('75.

Gina (Dyk,'90) Jansen obtained her master's in
social work from the University ofIowa in 1995.
Since that time, she worked as a family therapist
for a year and is currently the director of a
Christian crisis pregnancy center. Gina lives in
Pella, Iowa, with her husband, Bruce Jansen ('89),
and their five- year-old son, Benjamin.

Jacquelyn (Meyers, '76) Faber is the health and
fitness coordinator for the YMCA in Stevens Point,
Wisconsin. She is also a certified aerobics instructor and personal trainer. Jacquelyn lives in Stevens
Point with her husband, Steven.

live in Hull, Iowa, where Darren is currently teaching vocal music at Western Christian High School.
Darla is working part-time at a salon in their home
and caring for their three children: Drake, 4; Dylan,
2; and DaNae, 4 months.

is currently in South Africa
where he is conducting research on media policy
and teaching at Potchefstroom University as a
Senior Fulbright Scholar.

1980s
Bertram Sluys ('83) recently returned from
Europe where he spent five and a half years
traveling with Covenant Players, a Christian theater
company. During that time, he performed over 300
plays in English, Dutch, and German in churches,
schools, nursing homes, and prisons.

live in Portage, Michigan, with their five children.
Philip is currently a pastor in Kalamazoo,
Michigan.

Mick and Judy (Van Gelder) Vanden Bosch ('85.
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Darren and Darla (De Yager) Van't Hul ('90,'90)

Roy Atwood (ex.'??)

Philip and Brenda (Sybesma) Vos ('85, ex '87)

During the past two years
Dr. John Visser has been
involved
in
teaching
Finance and International
Business
to business
persons and professors
in China.
One of the
outgrowths of this work has been the
Pacific Institute for Business Management (PIBMA).
PIBMA's parent organization, the English Language Institute
of China (ELIC) is now seeking recent MBAs (or possibly BA
graduates with a business major) as well as experienced or
retired business people with college degrees to teach business
courses in Chinese universities for the 1998-99 academic year.
Although participants will receive a small monthly salary and
basic living expenses in China, they must, like those in ELIC's
English teacher program, raise a significant percentage of their
other expenses.
If interested, please contact Dr. Visser at 712-722-6350
or visser@dordt.edu.

1990s

ex.'76) live in Lynden, Washington, with their two
children, Rochelle, 17, and Nicholas," 15. Both
Jim and Jenny are employed with Lynden Christian
Schools. During the summer, however, the
whole family has been involved with the Creede
Repertory Theater in Creede, Colorado. Jim is the
music director and designer, and Jenny is assistant
box office manager.

ex.'87) are living in Mason City, Iowa. Mick
recently became a partner in the North Iowa Eye
Clinic, P.e. ophthalmology practice. Judy stays
home with their two children: Michaela, 4, and
Anisa, 4 months.

Phil and Joy (Gross) Grotenhuis ('86,'86) live
in Lynden, Washington, where Phil is a pastor.
Joy homeschools their four children.

John and Kala (peterson) Tolkamp ('86, ex.'87)
live in Prince George, British Columbia, with
their two children: Laura, 8, and Michael, 6.
Stephen Vander Ark ('87) lives outside Houston,
Texas, where he works for NASA as a psychological support scientist. He is currently working on
developing NASA's psychological preparation and
support program. For the past three years, he has
repeatedly traveled to Russia, working on the
NASA-Mir program.
Curt Westra (' 87) and Lynne Johnston-Westra
live near Carterville, Illinois, with their two children, Patrick and Megan. Curt is the coordinator
for organization development at Southern Illinois
Healthcare and Lynne is a legal secretary at
Southern Illinois University's school of law.

/

Ron and Marg (Scholman) Fedders ('91,'89) are
living in Sioux Center, Iowa, with their three children: Eric, 4; Kristen, 2; and Alyssa, 5 months.
Ron is the accouting manager for BIINOBL in
Sioux Center. Marg is teaching elementary P.E.
part-time at the Netherlands Reformed Christian
School in Rock Valley, Iowa.
Thomas Overlie ('91) lives in Minot, South
Dakota, where he is a nightly news anchor at
KMOT- TV. He won an award for a news series on
teen crime.
Tonya (Dryfbout,'91) Wiekamp teaches third
grade part-time at Sheldon Christian in Sheldon,
Iowa. Tonya lives in Sanborn, Iowa, with her husband, Kevin, and their one-year-old adopted son,
Trevor Alan. Kevin works on a grain and livestock
farm managing a farrow-to-finish hog operation.
The Wiekamps adopted Trevor from Seoul, Korea,
in December.

Alums come recruiting
Dordt alums Jack Warner ('79) and
Drew Jelgerhuis ('85) carne back to campus
the week of February 16 to conduct interviews for summer interns and full-time
positions at Prince Corporation in Holland,
Michigan. Along with Prince human
resources director Scott Prince, Warner
and Jelgerhuis also spoke in classes and
held an information meeting for students
who might be interested in exploring
employment at Prince.
"One of their goals was to establish
contact for future relationships with the
business administration, engineering, and
computer science departments," says Jo
Faber of the Placement Office. Prince,
which employs nearly 500 degreed people,
visits more than thirty colleges and
universities each year to recruit employees.
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Kyle and Cindy (Kaptein,'9l)
Van Wyke are
li ving in Rock Valley, Iowa, where they have a
State Farm Insurance office. Kyle and Cindy have
two children: Tanner, 2, and Kylie, 1

Ethan and Donna (Groenendyk) Brue ('92,'91)
recently moved to Johnston, Iowa, from Overland
Park, Kansas. Ethan works in engineering services
for Pioneer Hi-Bred, International. Donna stays
home with their two children, Kinza, 2, and Jaren,
2 months.

Wayne and Sue (Theune) Dykstra ('91,'92) live
in Delavan, Wisconsin, with their two boys, .
Zachary, 2 and Seth, 7 months. Wayne is the
administrator at the Christian schoolwhere Sue
also teaches computers and P.E. part-time.

Jon and Laura Kroeze ('92) moved to Port-auPrince, Haiti, in August 1997 to work as missionaries with Christian Reformed World Missions.
They teach at an English-speaking school where
Jon teaches fourth grade and Laura teaches K-8
music and high school English.
Michelle De Boer ('94) graduated from Reformed
Bible College with a B.A. in religious education
and a minor in education, youth, and evangelism.

Juanlto and Karen (Martinus)

Moore
(ex.'94,'94) recently returned from Korea where
they were teaching English. Juanito will be working toward his master's degree, and Karen is looking for a position working with disabled children
or adults.

Al and Lori (De Groot) Eekhoff (ex.'87,'97) and
James and Karen (Van Veldhuizen) Verhoeven
('90,'87) spent Christmas in Oskaloosa, Iowa. The
Eekhoff's are living in Kanawa, Iowa, and the
Verhoeven's in Redlands, California. Pictured here
are the two families at Karen's parents' house (l-r,
back): Karen Verhoeven, Alexander Verhoeven, AI
Eekhoff, Michael Eekhoff, Lori Eekhoff, Andrew
Eekhoff,
Benjamin
Verhoeven,
and James
Verhoeven, (on the floor) Jonathan Eekhoff, and
Jeremy Eekhoff.

Leah (Schreurs, ex. '95) Zuidema lives in
Wyoming, Michigan, and teaches English at Byron
Center High School. Leah was endorsed in July of
1997 as a National Writing Project teacher consultant after completing a four-week, six-credit graduate course at Michigan State University. She also
had an article published in the November 1996
English Journal.
Chris and Christian (Godeke) Thininga
(ex.'96,'96) live in Chiliwack, British Columbia,
where Christian is a social worker involved with
special needs clients. She is currently working
with a tv-year-old autistic woman. Chris is a
graphic artist for the Fraser Valley Regional
Library.

Marriages
Jevon Klyn (ex.'90) and Angela Buyert (ex.'93),
8/24/91
Jon Kroeze ('92) and Laura Verdoom, 4/5/97
Randy Bremer and Daphne Schiphoff

Angela Walstra ('94) is currently employed as fitness director for The Chicago Club in Chicago,
Illinois. She is also working on her thesis to
obtain her master of science degree. Her thesis
involves designing a protocol for testing the body's
anaerobic capabilities.

('92),

1/26/91

n

Tony Hamstra and Robyn Bosma (ex.'95), 8/30/97
Paul Lindemulder
6/6/97

('95) aud Heidi Westra ('97),
Denise (De Groot,'81) Scharringa passed away on
Sunday, February 1, from liver cancer.

Stephen Ling ('96) aud Stephanie Churchill,
12/20/97
Christopher Thininga and Christian
(ex.'96,'96),8/15/97
Michael Veenstra

emory

Scott and Pam (Kooiman) Koelwyn's (ex.'90,
ex.'92) son, Zachary, died November 14,1997,
after being hit by a car on November 12.
Zachary was thirteen and a half months old.

Godeke

('97) and Jill Hayes, 7/26/97

Open to thinking
about a new
position?
Dordt periodically gets requests from
companies for the names of alumni with

says Jo Faber of Dordt's

Placement Office. At present the office
has no way to put these employers in
contact with alums. But she is willing
to develop a bank of names of both

urgently

looking for a position,

but for someone

employers iuterested in hiring
experienced
alums and alums open to
changing positions in their field.
"This list would not be for Someone
who might consider changing positions

Warren and Jeanne Sterken ('75), Katherine, 6/11/97; Joseph, 12/31/91
Glenn and Jill Hoogerhyde ('83), Matthew William Garret, 12/8/97
Rog and Sue (Van Holland) Wuhben ('83,'81), Noah Wayne, 9/24/97
Garret and Kris (Kramer) Brouwer ('84,'84), Alex Steven, 12/18/97
Robert and Karen (Kruid,' 84) Verdoorn, William Frederick, 10/25/97
Dan and Mary Draayer (' 85), Hannah Marie, 10/17/97
Gene and Dawn Wuhhen ('85), Erica Danae, 9/15/97
Mick and Judy (Van Gelder) Vanden Bosch ('85, ex'87), Anisa Joy, 12/7/97
Philip and Brenda (Syhesma) Vos ('85, ex.'87), Joseph Philip, 1/4/97
Ted and Audra (Bleyenburg) Andringa ('86,'90), Benjnmin Jeffrey, 7/1/97
Rod and Caroline (Bos) Berg (ex.'87,'87), Trevor Andrew, 8/22/94; Kurtis James, 9/19/96
Maury and Sharon (Brouwer,'87) Berkenpas, Sophia Lynn, 11119/97
Rick and Sandra (De Jager,'87) Kwant, Cassandra Marie, 12/18/97
Kevin and Aileen (Klein,' 87) De Boer, Kordell Theodore, 10/5/97
Andy and Brenda (Nymeyer,'87) Cammenga, Janelle Lynn, 7/16/97
Marco Beukeboom and Grace Beukeboom- Tamsma (' 87), Feike Ruben, 9/26/97
Curt Westra (ex.'87) and Lynne Johnson-Westra, Megan.
Kenton and Melanie (Masters) Witt ('88,'87), Jeshua Yudell, 11128/97
Mike and Renae (Eekhoff) Van Ast ('88), Steven Robert, 7/18/97
Dave and Julie (Vander Wilt) Hofland ('88,'88), John Davis, 12/20/97
Dave and Lisa (Plugers,'88) Tigchelaar, Mark Clarence, 3/26/97
Steve and Brenda (Wassenaar,'88)
Spoelstra, Lisa Marie, 1/11/98
Jim and Julie (Wind,'88) Reed, Emily Jessica, 10/13/97
Brian and Heidi (Klekover) Ward ('88, ex.'89), Jordan Seth, born 11127/97, adopted
12/30/97
John and Caroline (Veenstra) Larson ('88,'91), Jed Riley and Levi
Richard, 9/10/97
Mark and Miriam (Keen) Buss ('89,'89), Leah Joelle, 10/29/97
Laverne and Joanne (Haveman,'89)
Klaasen, Jared Michael and Jackie Marie, 1/12/98
Martin and Sheri (Veenstra) Tel ('89,'89), Theodore William, 12/26/97
Phil and .Ianita (Beukens) Minderhoud ('89,'90), Aiden Paul, 12/3/97
Albert and Joyce (Wever) Visscher ('89,'90), Madison Leah, 9/2/97
James and Karen (Van Veldhuizen) Verhoeven ('90,'87), Benjamin James, 9/3/97
Steve and Brenda Oosterhof ('90), Tyler Steven, 5/20/97
Ken and Kathy (Van Essen,'90) Solomon, Klay Ryan, 1/26/98
Darren and Darla (De Yager) Van't Hoi ('90,'90), DaNae Marissa, 11118/97
Greg and Sandy (Veroooy) Ver Meer ('90, ex.'91), Ryan Kurtis, 2/17/98
Jevon and Angela (Buyert) Klyn (ex.'90, ex.'93), Jeremy Lee, 9/21/94; Amanda Joy,
3/23/97
Greg and Myrna (Van Kooten) Haagsma ('91,'87), Taylor Kae, 11/27/97
Ron and Marg (Scholman) Fedders ('91,'89), Alyssa Lynn, 9/16/97
Kevin and Tonya (Dryfltout,'91) Wiekamp, Trevor Alan, adopted 12/97
Kyle and Cindy (Kaptein,'91) Van Wyhe, Kylie Marie, 3/14/97
Marty and Kris (Draayer) Vander Plaats ('91,'91), Kyle James, 6/16/97
Wayne and Sue (Theune) Dykstra ('91,'92), Seth Wayne, 8/17/97
Harlan and Michele (De Jong) De Boer ('91,'90), Dalton Jared, 7/12/97
David and Susan (Gritters) King ('91,'91), Crystal Sue. 1/4/98
Kent and Amy (Smits) Sterk ('91,'91), Jade Ashley, 12/9/97
Arlin and Lou Ann (Bolkema) Franken (ex.'91,'92), Adam Dean, 5/11/97
Terry and Lisa (Swart) Mulder ('91,'93), Jessica Renae, 7/21/97
Ethan and Donna (Groenendyk) Brue ('92,'91), Jaren David, 1/17/98
Mark and Cheryl (Oostra) Horstman (ex.'92,'92), Josiah Evan, 2/24/98
Preston and Susan (Dykstra) Kooima ('92,'97), Colton Arthur, 10/4/95; Rylie Ann, 10/5/97
Angela Struyk-Huyer
and Mark Huyer ('93,'88), Levi Mark, 1/29/98
Todd and Rhonda (Horstman) Bartels ('93,'92), Colton Lee, 8/19/97
Lee and Tammy (Dirksen,'93) Lambert, Mitchell James, 12/29/97
Douglas and Tina (Van Kooten) Vander Velde ('93, ex.'96), Ryan Douglas, 10/7/97
Steve and Melissa (Westra) Bloemhof (ex.'94, ex.'95), Raeanne Marietta, 1/10/98
Jerry and Cassandra (Van't Land,'94) Kats, Mark Alan, 1/13/98
Ira and Karen M. (Bakker,'94) Witt, Charles Edwin, 5/30/97
Cliff and Kristi (Vander Meer,'94) Lim, Gabrielle Grace, 12/19/97
Mickey and Sherry Visser ('95), Hayley Elizabeth, 12/12/97
Scott and Becky Dibbet ('96), Caleb Dean, 12/12/97
Daryl and Evelyn (van Hooydonk) Van Dyke ('96, ex.'96), Elyse Erika, 2/1/98

CORRESPONDENCE

four to six years of experience who may
be interested in a position with their
company,

Future Defenders -------

CLIPPING

We at Dordt College are interested
in hearing how you are doing and
what kinds of events are happening
in your life. Please fill out the
coupon below and mail to: Alumni Association,
Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

o

Marriage

D In Memoriam

o

Future Defenders

o

Alumni

Dordt

College,

498 4th

o Address

Change

News

Name
year
if

News

_
~Address

_

Items/Suggestionrs)

_

one comes open," says Faber.
Faber adds that so far most of these requests have been for positions
computer programming,
or computer engineering.

in engineering,

If you are an alum and would like to be put into contact with a company looking for
experienced workers, send your resume and a cover letter authorizing the release of your
name to a potential

employer

to

Dordt College Placement Office
498 4th Ave NE
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

If you are an employer

Spring 1998

interested

in such a list you are invited

to contact

Faber as well.

/
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